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A h t  Thispqperpresmls a fypobgy lha is used to classify the appeals that ore 
issued by rrbd groups lo mobilize mnrs publics to take up o m  agoinst the stm. 
lhis fypoogy is dewloped by building o bLlgc beween relotiw depriwion Md 
resource mobilimtion theory. semndly, thispaper repons thejindings of opiior srudy 
tha mlylcs  the Chimurenga songrfmm Zimbobweb rebellion. 

Keywordr: Appeals, Zimbabwe, Chimurengo, relative d e p n w i o ~  theory, 
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The literature that investieates Zimbabwe's rebellion aeainst Rhodesia is mical  of the . . 
literatwe that examines such events: While several im&tmt and insightful studies shed 
light on a variety of aswcts of the rebellion. there an few studies that svstematicallv 
examine the language i d  arguments used by the rebels to convince p p i e  to join thk 
struggle.' This paper examines a wrtion of that mobilization orocess and. drawine from . . 
bothrelative deprivation and resource mobilization theory, develops a typology &t can 
be used to classifv the a p d s  issued bv rebel erouos durine a rebellion. Secondlv. the . . - .  - , . 
resultant typology is put to a preliminary eram~nation in a pilot study that mresugaten 
the language and argumenls put forth in tht: Chimuren~a songs of Zimbabwe's rebel- 
lion.' 

While scholars have generally recomized the i m w m c z  of lanrmaee as a t w l  for - - - 
convincing people to support a cause, there are surprisingly few efforts to elaborate a 
scheme by which we might empirically investigate this ohenomenon. In the field of 
political science, relative-deprivation theory became in the 1976 because it 
offered an explanation for the reason people might join a rebellion. In the field of 
sociology, resource mobilization theory became popular in the mid-1970s because it 
offered an explanation for the ways group were able to use their collective strength to 
assault the social systems of which they were a p a .  Yet, aside from such classics as 
Gabriel Almond's Ihe Appeah of Communism, H. D. Lasswell's discussion of propa- 
ganda in Politics: Who Gets What, When, How, and Ithiel de Sola Pwl's Symbols of 
Intemntiomlism, there have been few studies that do more than offer anecdotal descrip- 
tions of the impact that appeals have on mass publics. Given the stakes involved when 
those appeals are aimed at convincing people to take up weapons against a state, it is 

The author thanks Leslie Andenan, Ted R. Our, Keith Jaggers, and James R. Scarritt for 
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particularly important that we devise approaches and methods that enable us to examine 
systematically this aspect of the mobilization process. This paper describes one approach 
and method we can pursue to that end. 

Some Thwretical Guideposts 

Writing in the context of prerevolutionary Russia, V. I. Lenin addresses the question, 
"What activity should a revolutionary leadership undertake?"' While the central thrust 
of these pamphlets is directed toward the debates among Marxists in prerevolutionary 
Russia, there is a general point that can be taken from his writing that has application 
beyond a specific historical context. In particular, Lenin recognized that people are not 
likely to rise spontaneously against the government and that they must be mobilized. He 
determined that a "revolutionary vanguard" was required that would agitate and educate . - 
the masses: "Our 'tactics-as-plan' consists . . . in demanding that all efforts be directed 
toward gathering, organizing, and mobilizing a permanent m y "  (emphasis ~ r ig ina l ) .~  
He elaborates: 

[[]he principle content of the activity of our Party organization, the focus of 
this activitv. should be . . . work of oolitical aeitation. connected throughout . . - - 
Russia, illuminating all aspects of life, and conducted among the broadest 
possible strata of the masses. But this work is unrhinkohle in present-day 
Russia without an All-Russian newspaper issued very frequently (emphasis 
original).' 

The critical mobilization activity of the party, then, is to produce appeals that will 
attract people to the rebellion, and the vehicle Lenin sought to employ was the printed 
word. 

Lenin. of course. was not a scholar seekine to change the world by first understand- - 
ing it, but a revolution& bent on changing it ;a his actions. Yet Lenin's point is clearly 
relevant to those of us who wish to understand mobilization. reeardless of whether we . - 
intend to make practical use of that knowledge. Specifically, Lenin focuses our attention . ~ 

on the need fo; appeals in the mobilization process, though he does not specifically 
discuss how they operate outside of his broad claim that they will serve to "agitate and . . . 
educate" the masses. From both an academic and practical vantage, a criticism of 
Lenin's discussion is that his treatment of this topic is decidedly elitist: He treats the 
"masses" as children who need to be schooled by the vanguard, first, as to their plight 
and, second, as to a remedy to the situation. Contrary to Lenin's portrayal, peasant 
literature suggests that peasants are keenly aware of the injustices they are exposed to 
and that they do not need to be educated about their deprivation.6 That Africans in 
Rhodesia were aware of the injustice they were subjected to prior to the emergence of 
African nationalist organizations in the late 1950s is not controversial. Yet, this criticism 
does not imply that we should cast Lenin and his discussion of appeals aside: While 
Africans were subject to constant cultural, economic, political, and social repression 
ever since the failed rebellions of 1893, 1896, and 1897, they did not again choose 
rebellion as a form of resistance until the late 1960s and early 1970s. In other words, 
while deprivation was ever present over this time, African reaction to that deprivation 
changed in the late 1960s and early 1970s. What changed was not the Africans' aware- 
ness of ti--ir deprivation, but the number of Africans who were willing to take matters 

I 
I 
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into their o m  hands and militarily challenge the Rhodesian state. The nationalist group's 
adoption of guerrilla warfare tactics, and the appeals they issued, can help us understand 

1 why that process took place. 
1 A second criticism of Lenin is his discussion of newspapers as the primary forum . . 

for disseminating appeals. Sociologists have found that people are most often mobilized 
via their sccial ties to individuals who are group members. Therefore. sods throueh - .  . . 
popular media, such as newspapers, are not as important to the mobilization process as 
interpersonal appeals by people whom the potential recmit knows socially.' Reviewing 
several studies on the subject, David A. Snow concluded that "members are typically 
recruited into the movement by one or more members with whom they have a preexist- 
ing, extramovement, interpersonal tie."' Thus the evidence in the literature suggests 
that, while Lenin was correctly searching for a medium to link "all of Russia," he was 
concentrating on the wrong type of channel to perform that task.9 

A final shortcoming of Lenin's discussion is that he neglects to d~scuss the types of 
appeals that could be usefully disseminated. Few typologies of appeals to mobilization 
(for rebellion or otherwise) exist, but those that do serve as a useful starting point. 
David C. Schwam develops a five-point typology of appeals to rebellion: 

(1) focusing dissatisfaction on a small set of political symbols; (2) providing 
a sense of prideful historical community; (3) explaining the threat and futility 
in terms of a loss of that community; (4) asserting that the sense and fact of a 
once elorious communitv can be readily and directlv re-established: and (5) , . 

the hostility .of alienation out onto the-identified condition 01 

group.1° 

Schwartz's typology fills in the idea of educating the masses by suggesting what that 
education might look like. He suggests that rebel leaders must focus dissatisfaction on 
the political system, establish a sense of pride and community among those they are 
ao[realing to, and suggest that victorv is possible. . . 

~ u i l d i n ~  on ~ c h w a m ,  Ted ~ o b e r t  ~ u r r  also offers a typology of appeals to rebel- 
lion." He sueeests that oeoole must meet four conditions before they will be willine to -- . . - 
participate in rebellion: (1) they must experience relative deprivation, (2) they must 
identify the state as the cause of their deprivation, (3) they must believe armed insur- 
rection is a normatively iustifiahle course of action, and (4) they must believe armed . . . . 
insurrection has some probability for success. Based on these conditions, Gurr sug- 
gests that: 

[tlhe revolutionary appeals potentially most effective in giving men norma- 
tive iustifications for political violence . . . are those that provide explana- 
tion; of the sources of relative deprivation, identify political targets f i r  vio- 
lence. and stress erouo identification among the deprived. . . . The effect of - .  - 
revolutionary appeals on utilitarian justifications for violence is a function of 
the relative importance they attribute to men's value positions." 

i Thus Gurr suggests that there are four types of appeals that potential rebels are likely to 
be receptive to: (1) appeals to relative deprivation, (2) appeals that identify the state as a 

i 
1 valid target, (3) appeals that stress corporate identity, and (4) appeals that suggest that 
j rebellion will lead to improved conditions. The first three types of appeals attempt to 
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convince people that rebellion is normatively palatable, while the last type attempts to 
convince people that rebellion will be successful. 

Finally, Snow outlines a five-point typology of "beliefs" that need to be aligned 
with those propagated by the group before an individual will be willing to participate in 
group activities: 

(I) beliefs about the seriousness of the problem, issue, or grievance in ques- 
tion . . . (2) beliefs about the locus of causality or blame . . . (3) stereotypic 
beliefs about antagonists or targets of influence . . . (4) beliefs about the 
probability of change or the efficacy of collective action . . . and (5) beliefs 
about the necessity and propriety of "standing up."" 

Thus Snow proposes that individuals must share a belief in the group's orientation 
toward grievances, the cause of those grievances, the type of people that are to blame, 
the efficacy of collective action, and the virme in taking action. 

One i s  struck by the degree of congruence across here typologtcs All thrcc suggest 
that thc cause of deprivation should be fwuscd (tn rcbell~ons. il should be focused on the 
state), all three argue that appeals to corporate identity are critical, and al l  three empha- 
size that collective action needs to be presented as an effective solution to the current 
situation. Further, Schwartz suggests that appeals to a "once glorious community" are 
critical. and Gun  and Snow hiehlieht the imwrtance of moral iustification." Based on - - 
these three works, I have constructed a detailed typology of the appeals to rebellion that 
groups will disseminate for the dual mobilization functions of 1ec~iInIent and organiza- 
tion maintenance. This is a general typology and, therefore, is not restricted to any 
particular medium for disseminating i d s e  appeals. As a result, it should prove equalG 
useful for examinine apveals issued throueh oooular media as for intemersonal aooeals - .. - . .  . . 
issued in face-toface discussion. 

The typology divides appeals to rebellion into five categories: (1) appeals that stress 
relative deprivation (RD), (2) appeals that identify the state as the source of the depriva- 
tion (ID), (3) appeals that stress corporate identity (CI), (4) appeals that stress the 
normative justification for taking up arms (NJ), and (5) appeals that stress the utilitarian 
value of taking up arms (UV). Each of these groups may be further divided. It is 
possible to identify two types of appeals to relative deprivation: (a) those which raise 
people's expectations (RDl), and @) those that increase people's sense of injustice 
(RD2). Identification of the state as the cause of deprivation is not further divided. 
Appeals to the corporate identity of the group can be subdivided into four groups: (a) 
appeals to identify certain (groups of) individuals as group members (CIL), @) appeals 
to the need for unity (CIZ), (c) appeals to getting on the bandwagon (C13), and (d) 
appeals to the need for the group to be self-reliant. Appeals to the normative justification 
for rebellion can be divided into three groups: (a) appeals that refer to other societies 
that have rebelled against unjust leaders (NJI), (b) appeals that refer to historical exam- 
ples of rebellion in the society's past (NJZ), and (c) appeals to the explicitly moral 
position of rebelling against unjust authority (N13). Finally, appeals to the utilitarian 
value of rebellion can be split into three categories: (a) appeals to the structure that the 
rebel group provides for channeling positive action (UVI), (b) appeals to the utility of 
force for gaining concessions and promoting change (UVZ), and (c) appeals to the 
inevitability of victory (UV3). 

This typology theoretically identifies the types of appeals that we would expect rebel 
groups to issue for the purpose of mobilizing a population. Yet, until we have examined 
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some appeals disseminated in an actual case, it remains nothing mare than a theoretical 
conswct. Therefore, the next task is to empirically examine the appeals that were issued . . 
in a historical case. 

Method 

Because appeals to rebellion are a type of communication, the method most relevant to 
this studv is content analysis h e . .  an empirical examination of the svmbols used in a . . .  
given body of language). To perform a content analysis, one must determine the relevant 
population of communication and the relevant unit of analysis (i.e., words, phrases, 
themes, etc.), develop a dictionary of terms that can be coded, and then code the text." 
The population of c&nunication that was selected for this paper is songs that made 
apoeals to rebellion in Zimbabwe. The reason for selectine sones as o~oosed to other -. - - . . 
media, such as conversations, leaflets, newspapers, or radio, is based on the discussion 
above concerning the effectiveness of interpersonal communication as opposed to mass 
media. While interpersonal communication has been shown to be more imponant than 
mass media for recruiting, examining interpersonal communication is difticult because 
one's data sources become rather scant. Aside from being present during intemersonal - .  . 
discussions or interviewing participants and asking them to recall any such dialogue, one 
appears to have little hope of obtaining records of intemrsonal communication. Yet. . . - 
when one examines the literature on mobilization in Zimbabwe's war of national libera- 
tion, one is struck by the references to interpersonal types of communication, such as the 
role played by spirit mediums, b i d 6  andpungwes and ukwejisar." in comparison with 
those played by mass media types of communication, such as newspapen and radio. 
Aside from Julie Frederikse's (1982) and Michael Raebum's (1979) edited collections of 
interviews with former guerrillas, there is precious little information about the content of 
such intemrsonal communication. An important exception. however. is Alec . . 
pongweni3; (1982) collection of the songs that were sung in public and meetings 
held bv African nationalists. The availabilitv of this data. combined with the i m w m c e  
so many observers attribute to the role played by these songs in the mobilization process, 
made them the obvious choice for the population to be analyzed.'' 

Selecting the unit of analysis and creating the dictionaw are more straiahtfonuard - . - 
tasks. Because of the importance of context, the unit of analysis most appropriate for this 
studv is the phrase. Because the obiective of content analvsis is to obtain fmuencv . , 
counts by coding the texts, the key issue when selecting the unit of analysis is the 
specificity of each unit: words are t w  ambiguous to be useful because they can assume 
several meanings, yet sentences are so specific that they would make creating a dictio- 
nary cumberso&e.~~he dictionary was created during a pilot study by Will H. Mwre, 
which examined the aooeals issued throueh two revolutionarv newsoaoers in Zimbabwe . . 
(then Rhodesia), ~imb;;bwe News and Zi&bwe Review. ~ n a b r i d ~ e d  listing of some of 
the appeals used in each category appears in the appendix.I9 

The Role of Song in the Zimbabwe Rebellion 

While some readers will be comfortable with analyzing song texts, others will view such 
an endeavor with a healthy dose of skeoticism. Therefore. the orovision of some'back- . . 
ground that outlines the importance of song in African society is warranted. Among 
African scholars, it is well recognized that song has often played an important role in the 
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popular mobilization of rebel movements in Africa. Aleme Eshete and Werner Lange 
chronicle the songs sung in the Ethiopian revolution; M. A. Kinyatti, C. G. Rosberg, 
and John Nottingham discuss the impact of song in Kenyan nationalist politics during the 
Mau Mau rebellion; and L. B. Honwana, H. L. Vail, and Landeg White discuss the 
influence of poetry and song, respectively, on Mozambique's struggle with Portugal. 
Further, Paul Berliner, Julie Frederikse, Robert Kauffman, A. J. C. Pongweni, Willard 
Rhodes, and Jessica Sherman all discuss the mobilization role played by song in Zim- 
babwe's smggle for national ~iberation.'~ While these scholars provide proof of the 
importance of song to popular mobilization in the African context, none of these studies 
grounds the analysis in a model of mobilization. Instead, the authors make general 
reference to the functions song performed in the rebellion. Restricting the examples to 
the Zimbabwean case, Rhodes suggests that 

[ilnasmuch as music is a vital part of the African's culture, it is reasonable to 
attribute a large measure of the strength and success of his political activities 
to these songs . . . they have enlisted a large support and contributed immea- 
surably to the consolidation of the African nationalist movement." 

Frederikse claims that "the outlawed Chimurenga music . . . rocked the counuy. An 
underground Chirnurenga movement emerged led by a singer named Thomas Map- 
fum~."~ '  Sherman explains that "[alt political meetings songs are used to bind the people 
as one with a common purpose."'3 Berliner elaborates that "the performance of tradi- 
tional songs promotes a feeling of solidarity within the Shona community and reinforces 
appreciation for traditional Shona c u l t u ~ e . ~  Finally, Pongweni comments that "[olne of 
the most important aspects of these songs is that mostly they were sung in choruses. 
Everyone took part in them."2?bus these scholars emphasize the role played by song in 
establishing corporate identity and a sense of common purpose. Further, Berliner em- 
phasizes that the songs served to reinforce pride in African culture and institutions. Thus 
while these analyses finnly establish that song played an important role in nationalist 
mobilization, they fail to provide the reader with a general framework that might be 
utilized for comparing and contrasting different types of political communication. 

Data 

Pongweni divides the song texts in his book into two groups: those that were written in 
exile and performed in secret in Rhodesia (exile songs) and those that were written in 
Rhodesia and publicly performed there (home-artist songs). In the Zimbabwean strng- 
gle, it is impossible to ignore a different division that was relevant to the movement: that 
between the Mashona and Ndebele ethnic or tribal groups. While the nationalist move- 
ment was not organized along tribal lines in the late 1950s and early 1960% the reality of 
the situation was that, by the early 1970s. the membership of the two major guerrilla 
groups, the Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) and the Zimbabwe African 
Political Union (ZAPU), were largely dominated by the Mashona and the Ndebele, 
respectively. Hence, the issue is raised whether the songs included in the sample are 
Mashona, Ndebele, or both. The answer is that they are Mashona in that the home artists 
uhosc songs arc trdn,cnkd are Mahhona and the cule songs are ZANU. Thrrclore. the 
rcsults obtatned are nut uenerali,ahle kvond the Ma%hona and ZANU of Z ~ n ~ h ~ b w e .  - 

There are a total of 49 songs: 19 written in exile and 30 written in Rhodesia. When 
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combined, the songs average 49 appeals per song; the exile songs average 64 appeals, 
and the home-artist songs, 37 appeals. The data in Table I present the frequencies of 
each type of appeal found in all of the songs. The data in Table 2 disaggregate the songs 
into the two groups suggested by Pongweni. The data in Table 1 suggest that the typol- 
ogy of appeals has face validity, at least within the context of the songs that were used in 
the Zimbabwe case: each of the categories represents at least 5% of the total appeals 
issued. 

Of greater interest is the distribution of appeals across categories. Table 1 indicates 
that the majority of appeals (almost 39%) wereissued to corpo&te identity. Further, the 
vast maiorihi of the corporate identity a p d s  were issued to establish the corporate 
identity b f  ah Africans vis-a-vis the ~uropean settlers (CI1). Table 2 indicates that this 
pattern remains stable when the data are disaggregated and that the home-artist songs 
were even more dominated by the appeals to corporate identity than the exile songs. The 
second most prevalent type of appeal was that to relative deprivation (just over 26%). 
Again, one type of relative deprivation appeal, which increased the sense of injustice 
(RDZ), dominated. However, Table 2 shows that this pattern does not remain stable 
when the data are disaaaregated: while the relative deprivation appeal was the second -- - . . 
most common type issued in the home-artist songs, appeals to the normative justification 
for. and the utilitarian value of. rebellion were both more orominent in the exile sones. - 
The difference is significant as appeals to relative deprivation were issued less than half 
as frequently in the exile songs. Further, the difference between the appeals that raise 
expectations and those that increase the sense of iniustice was much smaller in the exile 
songs. 

The finding that exile songs exhibit different appeal structures than do home-artist 
songs should not be terribly surprising. As Pongweni points out: 

[the exile songs] are marked by the explicitness of their political content 
derivine from the unencumbered circumstances under which the cadres ooer- - 
ated, away from the watchful eye of the enemy's police . . . [the home artist 
songs] are the products of men and women living apparently, permanently, 
[sic] as hostages in "Enemy" te~ritory.'~ 

The explanation, then, for the differences between the exile and home-artist songs is the 
degree of repression to which each group was subject. This assertion is horn out by the 
data in Tables 1 and 2 .  In the exile songs, the appeals are more evenly distributed across 
categories: They range from 8112% to 34%. while the home-artist songs range from 
2'12% to 44%. The range is important because some types of appeals are more explicit 
than others. Berliner, Frederikse, Kauffman, Pongweni, and Sherman all stress that the 
songs sung by home artists are peppered with double entendres and hidden meanings." 
These claims are verified by this analysis because the home anists direct 74% of their 
appeals to the two least inflammatory (from the vantage of state security forces) catego- 
ries: an increase in the sense of iniustice (RD2) and the comrate  identiN of Africans . . 
(cII)." Further, the most inflammatory type of appeals-those to the structure provided 
by the nat~ondlst guerrilla movements ( U V I ) ,  t h c ~ t ~ l ~ t ~  of force (UV2,, and thc incvtm- 
bililv uf v~ctow (UV3)-only rcprcscnt 5% of the total numher of aprrsls irrued. 'I hcsc . .  . 
figures contrast with only 42% in the former and 18% in the latter set of appeals for the 
exile sones. Additional facts (e.e.. aooeals that identifv the Rhodesian state as the cause - , - .  .. 
of deprivation represent Z1h% of the total appeals in the home-artist songs and 8'h% in 
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lsble  1 
All Songs 

T v ~ e  Percentaxe Type Percentage 

RD 26.3 RDI 4.0 
RD2 22.3 

ID 5.6 ID 5.6 
CII 34.8 

CI 38.7 CI2 2.6 
CI3 0.8 
C14 0.5 

NJ 17.6 NJ 1 1.1 
NJ2 12.2 
NJ3 4.3 

UV 11.8 W 1 2.2 
W 2  5.8 
UV3 3.8 

Total 100.0 Total 100.0 

N - 49 

the exile songs and the exile songs have an average of 27 more appeals per song) further 
bolster this claim. 

In sum, the data enable us to conclude that the typology is able to capture the 
variation of appeals that were issued by the interpersonal media of ZANU and Mashona 
home-artist song in Zimbabwe's war of national liberation (i.e., the typology has some 
face validity). In addition, the data verify the substantive claim made by many observers 
that the content of the songs varied substantially across two gmups: exiles and home 
artists. Finally, by demonstrating that the textual content of these songs can be captured 
in a theoretically derived framework of the mobilization process, the analysis lends 
credence to the claim that song played an important mobilization role in Zimbabwe's 
liberation struggle. 

Conclusion and Future Directions 

This paper has presented a typology of the appeals issued by rebel gmups for the 
purpose of mobilizing popular support for a guerrilla war. That typology was then 
employed to examine several songs that, observers have established, played an important 
role in that mobilization process. However, judged from the standard of comparative 
analysis, this study has several Limitations. First, of the several types of media that rebel 
groups have at their disposal (e.g., interpersonal contact, rallies, flyers, newspapers, 
radio, etc.), this study examines only one. It is not difficult to surmise that different 
media are more useful for one type of mobilization function than another. For example, 
one might hypothesize that newsprint, radio, and flyers are more important as organiza- 
tion maintenance tools, while interpersonal contact might be more useful for recruit- 
ment. As interesting as these types of hypotheses are, the present study is unable to 
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'Igble 2 
Exile Songs 

5 ~ e  Percentage Type Percentage 

Total 100.0 Total 100.0 

N - 19 

Home Songs 

Type Percentage Type Percentage 

Total 100.0 Total 100.0 
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comment on them because of its concentration on one type of media. It would be useful 
to examine the appeals issued in all types of media to determine what panems exist. 

Second. the analysis  resented here is static; the appeals are examined as if the time . . . ~ 

in which they were issued was irrelevant. Of course, this is not the case. Peter Shubs has 
examined the changes over time in the appeals issued to rebellion in British Colonial 
America and India. Building on Schwartz's concept of "political alienation," Shubs 
finds sugpon for his hypotheses regarding the change in the "specificity" of the political 
symbols used in America and ~ n d i a ? ~  Shubs' study aside, one can envision several other 
hypotheses about change over time using the typology of appeals presented here. For 
example, it might be that different types of appeals are issued with greater frequency at 
different stages of the struggle. Prior to engaging in guerrilla war, appeals to relative 
deprivation and identification of the state may be more important than they are in the 
final stages of the struggle when the rebels have established liberated zones. Of course, 
to test those kinds of hypotheses, one would need to be able to establish the date on 
which the appeals were issued. One way to do so would be to examine newspapers and1 
or radio broadcast transcripts. 

Finally, this analysis examines only one case. It is entirely possible that song would 
play a far less important role in other socio-cultural contexts. Furiher, the historical 
circumstances of a given struggle would play a role in the types of appeals issued. Far 
example, in the Zimbabwe songs, appeals to previous political autonomy and rebellion 
(NJ2) represent 12% of the total appeals. Societies without historical examples of politi- 
cal autonomy or resistance to draw on would be less likely to make appeals to this 
category. To examine these types of issues would require a multiple case-study design. 

To conclude, this study uncovers more questions than it answers. I have outlined 
several directions in which this type of research can proceed. Yet, to focus scholarly 
attention on the mobilization process itself is a beginning. As Doug McAdam notes, a 
great deal more research exists about the impact of mobilization on collective action than 
on the process of mobilization i t ~ e l f . ~  By using content analysis to systematically inves- 
tigate the appeals that are issued to rebellion as well as other foms  of collective action, 
we can begin to change that and improve our understanding of the reason individuals 
engage in collective action. 

Appendix 

The table below lists a few examples of each type of appeal. The unit of analysis is the 
phrase, but several of the examples given below include the context that a given phrase 
was set in. As a result, some examples include phrases that are coded in a different 
category as well as the categoty they are used to illustrate. The context of the appeal is 
included to give the reader a better appreciation of the appeal's content. 

Examples of Appeals" 

RD: Appeals 7hal Stress Relative Deprivation 
FDI, Raise Expectations: 

"Zimbabwe is our horn" (P. 128) . - 
"victory will pave our way home" @. 52) 

RD2, Increase Sense of Injustice: 
"I sing about the stress of the dispossessed" (p. 94) 
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"My father died in misery. My mother died a wretch. My brother died running 

I away from the war" (p. 95) 
"You have been reduced to a crow-like existence, Can you deny that?" (p. 111) 

i 
i ID: Appeals Thnt Identify the State as Responrible 1 ID, Identify the State: 

i 
"Why should 1 join the Boer in oppressing my people?" @. 24) 
"Government, Government, I'm going to die for the truth" @. 131) 

I "We're being killed by those who cannot face the t r u t h  @. 139) 
i 

CI: Appeals Thnr Stress Corporate Identity 
CII, Corporate Identity: 

"We are one nation" (p. 74) 
"Sons and Daughters of Zimbabwe" (p. 32) 

C12, Unity: 
"We came together to work out a strategy" (p. 70) 
"Come together everyone if we are lo have happiness" (p. 74) 

C13, Bandwagon Referent: 
"We're [guerrillas are] traversing the bush" (p. 119) 
"They [guerrillas] now inhabit the forest" (p. 145) 

C14, Self-Reliance: 
"Take up arms and liberate yourselves" @. 26) 

NJ: Appeals Thnt Srress the Nomrive  Jusr$cation for Rebellion 
NJI, External Referent: 

"FREUMO reigns supreme in Mozambique now" (p. 45) 
NJ2, Historical Referent: 

"Nehanda predicted this war, this revo1ution;uy war" (p. 46)" 
"I cry my heart out to think of Sinoia" @. 77)" 

NJ3, Moral Obligation: 
"My body will have performed my duty to my nation [when I have joined the 

suuggle]" (p. 63) 
"Yes, to fight for Zimbabwe. We must do it" @. 135) 

1 
UV: Appeals Thnr Stress the Utilitarian Value of Rebellion 

! UVI, Group's Structure: 
i 

"Only ZANU has the answer" (p. 20) 
"ZANU's armed struggle" @. 56) 
"ZANU PF liberates everyone in Zimbabwe'' (p. 86) 

I UV2, Force: 
"Take up your arms and liberate Zimbabwe!" (p. 28) 
"But we cannot negotiate now that we are carrying sub-machine guns" @. 45) 
"This is the only way to secure political power. From the barrel of a gun" (p. 46) 

! UV3, Victory: 
! "We shall regain Zimbabwe" (p. 47) 

"[ZANU's armed struggle] continued to rage until final victory" (p. 56) 
"We will continue to send our children to fight" (p. 134) 
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Notes 

1. Ranger (Revolt in Sourhem Rhodesio, 189697:  A Study in Ajiicm Resis tme [Evanston, 
IL: Nonhwestern University Press, 19671) describes the early rebellions. K c e ~  Maxey (The Fighi 
for Zimbabwe: The Amcd Conpin in Southern Rhodesia since UDI [London: Rex Callings, 
19751). David Martin and Phyllis Johnson (The Stnrggb for Zimbabwe: The CRimurcnga Hhr 
Ilnndon: Faber & Faber. 19811). and 1. K. CiUiers iCouuer-lnsurncncv in RhDdesio IDover. NH: - ~ ~~ ~ . .. . " .  
Crmm Helm, 19851) chmnicle the military aspeas of the guerrilla war Ranger (Pearant Con- 
sciousness ond Guem'llo Hhr in Zimbabwe [Berkeley: Univenity of California Press, 19851) 
examines the role played by peasant wnsciousncss inthe struggle. David h ( G m  ond Rain: 
Guerrillar and Spirit M c d i m  in Zimbabwe [Berkeley: University of California Press, 19851) 
discusses the importance of Shona spirit mediums to the suuggle. Finally, Caml B. Thompson 
(Challenge ro Imperialism [Boulder, CO: Wesfview Press, 19851) recounts the impact of the 
fmntline stales. within their decadent relations to the international cavitalist economy. on the -~ ~~~~~~~~~ 

revolution. These studies pmvide us with an impressive account of Zimbabwe's struggle for 
independence; each of them is performed at a macro-level of analysis. None of them, however, 
explicitly examines the mobilization process as it impacted individual Zimbabweans who were 
faced with the decision either to take up arms or to take a free ride on the efforts of their 
wmpatriola. 

2. The word chimurengo refers to the 1896-1897 African rebellion againsf British South 
Afriean Company rule and European settlement. To establish a direct tie to that rebellion, African 
nationalists began to refer to their 20th century struggle against the Rhodesian state as the second 
chimurengo. 

3. See V. I. Lenin, "Where to Begin?Yin vol. 4, book 1 of Collected Hbrb of V I. Lenin 
(New York: International Publishers, 1929) and Wlror Is 10 be Done? Burning Quertionr of Our 
Movement (New York: International Publishers, 1969). 

4. Lenin, Whnr ir to be Done?, p. 167. 
5. Ibid., 172. 
6. See W a r  Shanin. "The Peasanw as a Political Factor." Sociolo~icnl Revicw I4 119711: ~ ~ . . 

5-27, E.P. Thurnpu,n. 'The Moral Economy of lhe hgltsh Cmud #n the Enghteenth CcnNry." 
Pmr ond Prejmt, vol 50 (1971) 76- 136, John Womack. I r  . 7 q r o  orul ,he M<n<un Rcvr,lueon 
1Harmondswortk Penguin Books. 1972): James C. Scott. The Moral Economy of rhc Pearant: " . . 
Rehrll,un und Subnrrenrr m Southrur &la (Neu Haven, CT Yalc Un#vcr%~ly Prcss. 1976). and 
Kalph Thaxton, "On Peasant Kesulula,n and Nal~onal Rcrlslancc roward r l h c o ~  of Pusant 
Mob~llzalion and Rev.,lul~onaq War utth Speclal Rrferrncr to Mdcm Chma." Wrld Ptdnrs, 
"01. 30 (1977): 25-57. 

7. Studies such as those done by Almond (The AppenLr of Communism [Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1%51), de Sola Pool (Symbols of lntemationalism [Stanford, CA: Stanford 
UniversiN Press. I9511 and. with H. D. Lasswell et al.. Thc Presrirc Press; A Comwrotive Study 
of ~ o l i t i c ~ l  symbols [dambridge, MA: M.I.T. Press, 19701) and kcob  M. Edel- (The ~ y n :  
bolic Use of Poliricr [Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press. 19641) appear to contradict this 
statement. However, these studies examine socialization rather than mobilization. While eeneral - 
attitudinal dispositions, which are the dependent variables in socialization studies, are relevant to 
the study of group mobilization, they are treated as independent variables in group mobilization 
studies. The dependent variable in group mobilization studies is individual action ( i s . ,  contribu- 
tion of resources), not attitudes. 

8. David A. Snow, Louis A. Zurcher, J r ,  and Sheldon Eckland-Olson, "Social Networks 
and Social Movements: A Microstruaural Approach to Differential Recruitment," Amekon So- 
ciologicol Review, vol. 45 (1980): 791. 

9. Of course, though he does not discuss the use of personal networks and meetings in the 
works cited, Lenin certainly was aware of the importance and utility of interpersonal contact and 
meetings, and it is important not to make this point too strongly. 

LO. David C. Schwam, "A Theory of Revolutionary Behavior," in When Men Revolt and 
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Why: A Reader in Political Violence ond Revolution, ed. I. C. Davies (New York: Free Press. 
1971). D. 123. .. . 

11. See Ted Robert Gurr, Why Men Rebel (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1970). To 
clarify, Schwartz's paper circulated as a conference and working paper prior to its publication in 
1971. That is why Gurr (1970) is able to refer to Schware's work in his study. 

12. Gum, p. 231. 
13. D. A. Snow, 8. Rockford, I r ,  and S. K. Worden, "Frame Alignment Pmcesses, Micro- 

mobilization, and Movement Participation," A m e r i c ~  Sociological Rcview, "01. 51 (1986): 470. 
14. Gurr also discusses the importance of past civil strife to fostering rebellion but does not 

do so specifically within the context of appeals. 
15. For a discussion of the content analysis method, see Ole R. Holsti, Contcnt Analysis for 

the Social Sciences (Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley, 1969); Klaus Krippendorf, Content h l y s i s ;  
An lnrroduction lo W Methalology (Beverly Hills, CA: Sage, 1980); and Robert P. Weber, &uic 
Content Anolysis (Beverly Hills, CA: Sage, 1985). 

16. Paul Berliner ("The Poetic Tcxts Accompanying the Mbira Dzavadumu," E t h w i ~ ~ I -  
ogy vol. 20 [19761: 451) defines the birn as "an all-night ceremony far the ancestral spirits" 
where performers sing, dance, and play the mbirn, a type of thumbdrum. At these events, the 
singers are expected to entertain, pass along news, and provide social and political commentary. 
See also Berliner, "Political Sentiment in Shona Song and Oral Literature:' Ersoys in Arts and 
Sciences. val. 6 (1977): 1-29; and Robert Kauffman, "Shona Urban Music and the Problem of 
Acculturation," E a h k  of the htcmrionol  Folk Mwie Council, vol. 4 (1972): 47-56. 

17. Pungwe and u*wejiso are Shona and Ndebele words, respectively, for the meetings that 
guerrillas held with the local African populations throughout Zimbabwe during the liberation 
struggle with Rhodesia. 

18. See Julie Fnderikse, None bur Ourselves: Masses vs. Medio in the Moking of Zimbabwe 
(New York: Penguin Books, 1982); Michael Raeburn, We Are Everpvherr: Narrotivesfrom Rho- 
desian Guerrillar (New York: Random House, 1979); and Alee 1. C. Pongweni, Songs thot Ubn 
the Liberation Hhr (Harare, Zimbabwe: The College Press, 1982). 

19. An abridged version of the dictionary appears in Will H. Moore, "Appeals, Mobiliza- 
tion, and Rebellion in Zimbabwe: Research in Progress" (paper presented at the African SNdies 
Association Annual Meeting, 1987, Denver, CO), or a wpy may be obtained from the author. 

20. See Aleme Eshete, Songs of the Ethiopian Revolution (Addis Ababa, Ethiopia: Ministry 
of Culture, 1979); Werner h g e ,  D o m i ~ t i o n  ond Resistance: Songs of the Kqfo Highlandr, 
Ethiopian Series Monograph No. 8 (East Lansing, MI: African Studies Center. Michigan State 
University, 1979); Maina Wa Kinyatti, l?wnderfrom rhe Mounroinr: Mou Mau Patriotic Songs 
(London: Zed Press, 1980); Carl G.  Rosberg and John Nouingham, The Myth of "Mou Mou": 
Narionalism in Kenya (Stanford, CA: The Hoover Institution, 1965); Luis B. Honwana, "The 
Role of Poetry in the Mozambican Revolution:' Lorn, vol. 8 (1971): 148-166; and H. Leroy b i l  
and Landeg White, Copitolism ond Colonialism in Moznmbiquc: A Study of Q u c l i m e  District 
(Minneapolis, MN: University af Minnesota Press, 1980). See also Bediner, op. cit.; Fmderikse, 
op. cit.; Kauffman, op. cit.; Pongweni, op. cit.; Willard Rhodes, "Music as an Agent of Political 
Expression," Afn'con Studies Bulletin, "01. 5 (1962): 14-22; and Jessica Sherman, "Songs of the 
Chimurenga," Afico Perspective. vol. 16 (1980): 8&88. 

21. Rhodes, "Music as an Agent of Political Expression," p. 20. 
22. Fnderikse, None bur Ourselves, p. 106. 
23. Sherman, "Songs of the Chimurenga," p. 86. 
24. Berliner, "Political Sentiment in Shona Sang," p. 7. 
25. Pongweni, Songs thar Ubn the Libemtion Hhr, p, i. 
26. Ibid., p. 1. 
27. The fact that the home artists purposely veiled their messages presents a problem for 

Western scholars who do not speak the indigenous languages. However, Pongweni includes de- 
lailed descriptions of the meaning of each line of the text, thus facilitating the interpretation. 

28. Indeed, it would be difficult for the European settlers to get upset a b u t  appeals to the 
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corporate identity of Ahican. because Rhodesia's entire culturalzeono&c-palitid system was 
based on the distinction between Africans and Europeans. 

29. Peter Shubs, .'Revolutionary Symbalogy: Comparative Case S ~ d i e s  of the Americm and 
Indian Independence Movements" @apr presented at the American Political Science Association 
Meeting, 1969, New York City). To clarify, Schwam's paper circulated as a conference and 
workinc paper prior to its publication in 1971. That is why Shubs is able Lo refer to Schwattz's 
work in his  1969 study. 

30. Doug MeAdam, J. D. McCarthy, and M. N. Zald. "Social Movemenu:' in H&k of 
Sociology, ed. N. I. Smelscr (Beverly Hills, CA: Sage, 1988), pp. 695-737. 

31. All of the quotes come from Pangwcni. 
32. Nehanda was one of the spirit mediums who led the Shona rebellion of 1896-1897. 
33. Sinaia is where the first bade of the see04 chimurenga tmk place an Apr. 28, 1966. 

Apr. 28 is now celebrated in Zimbabwe as Chimurenga Day. 
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